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in these Provinces rose from a thousand in April to L-ore than
double that number in September. The shortage of trained
policemen was- particularly serious, for in the United Provinces,
dacoity or organised gang robbery is one of the most serious
forms of crime which the police are called upon to meet. Small
armed gangs rally round local leaders for some particular enter-
prise, terrorise peaceful villagers by acts of the most atrocious
cruelty, and disperse once more. The suppression of this form
ol crime calls for ceaseless exertion on the part ol the police.
In the year 1918, there were no fewer than 2,000 dacoities as
opposed to less than 1,000 in the previous year. But thanks to
the unremitting efforts oi the force, crime had fallen by the end
of the year 1918 to the level which is normal in all years of
famine and scarcity.
One particularly noteworthy feature in the general campaign
against crime has "been the restrictions placed upon the criminal
tribes. These people, often nomadic gypsies, have as their
hereditary profession theft or burglary, combined in some
cases with the prostitution of their women. To such occupa-
tions they cling with the tenacity of craftsmen, and the diffi-
culty of convincing \hern that they must earn an honest liveli-
hood^ correspondingly great. They number some 4 million
individuals, and, in some provinces, are responsible for by far the
largest proportion of the petty crime committed. As a result
of the working of the Criminal Tribes Act of 1911, portions of
these disorderly classes of the popula-
Crimm es'         tion are now concentrated into settle-
ments where they are subject to adequate supervision and
assisted to gain a decent livelihood. In this respect, noble work
has been done by the Salvation Army and other societies, tBe
authorities of which take over the administration of many
settlements of criminal tribes from Government. In the
Punjab and in Bombay, there has been a deliberate policy of
concentrating the settlements of criminal tribes in localities
where there is a demand for labour outside the settlements.
In the United Provinces and other places, the policy at present
follQwed is that of depending largely upon industries carried
on within the settlements for providing Hdequate living wages